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"Mordecai Kalminov was born on the 9th of Tamuz, 5690, in Jerusalem.
When Mordechai was very young, the family lived in the Old City, moving
outside to the Geula neighborhood in 1936. Mordecai’s father owned a
tobacco factory in Bethlehem, but sold it during the 1936 Arab uprisings.
He took a job fundraising for a local Yeshiva, which compelled him to travel
internationally. When World War II broke out, Avraham was in the United
States. He was trapped there for the duration of the war, not seeing his family
for at least five years.

As a teenager, Mordecai excelled in high school mathematics and Talmud. He
was schoolmates and best friends with Alexander Rubowitz, z’l. Both boys
wanted to support the fight for a Jewish Homeland, joining Lehi around age
14. This membership eventually led to both of them being expelled from high

school.

Mordecai and Alexander worked on clandestine operations together.
Ultimately, Alexander wanted to be a pharmacist like his father, perhaps even
taking over the family pharmacy one day.

Tragically, Alexander was kidnapped and murdered by the British on May 6,
1947. He was abducted from Ussishkin Street, in the Rechavia neighborhood.
He and Mordecai were on a joint operation, delivering hand bills to two
different Lehi cells. They had just parted ways when Alexander was picked
up. Today, a plaque stands on Ussishkin Street to mark where the incident

occurred.

Mordechai emigrated to the United States in 1961, after graduating from the
Technion with a degree in electrical engineering and serving in the IDE He
worked as an engineer his entire life. He was married to his wife, Shulamit, 2”1,
and has two children, Sivon and Rama. He currently lives near both children
in Southern California and has four grandchildren.
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Mordechai has never forgotten Alexander, remembering always the quiet
young man who dreamed of being a pharmacist. To honor Alexander’s memory
and his contribution to the independence of Israel, Mordechai has established
the Alexander Rubowitz Scholarship Fund for the School of Pharmacy at the
Hebrew University. Remembering their discussions as teenagers, Mordechai
believes this is where Alexander would have gone to receive his training in
Pharmacy, had his life not been cut so short.

Through this scholarship, may Alexander’s memory continue as a blessing,
giving pharmacy students the opportunity to pursue both their academic and
professional dreams”.
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